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M.P.S. in Legislative Affairs 
Fall Semester 
August 27th – December 12th   
 
Religion and Politics 
LGAF 6240.LH [CRN 26510] 
3.00 Credits 
 
Thursday 
Hall of States 

BASIC INFORMATION AND RESOURCES         
Instructor:  Rev. Prof. Quardricos Bernard Driskell, Morehouse College (BA); Harvard University 
(M.T.S.); The George Washington University (M.P.S, Legislative Affairs, PACs & Political 
Management) 
 
Contact Information 
Email Address: qbd@gwu.edu 
 
Communication 
I am available via email or phone, though it’s best to reach me via email.  I will respond within 24 hours. 
Also, note, I am available before/after class, but only by appointment. 
 
THE COURSE             
 
Legislative Affairs Program Objectives 
Upon completion of the Master’s degree in Legislative Affairs, students will: 

1. Gain both theoretical and practical knowledge related to the U.S. Congress, general 
issues in the legislative arena, and how to effectively advance legislation;  

2. Hone their oral and written communication skills in both theoretical and technical aspects 
of legislative affairs; 

3. Be able to conduct cutting-edge research and engage in effective problem solving by 
learning critical thinking skills; 

4. Learn how to work effectively with others, the value of collaborative work, and will 
understand ethical issues involved in the legislative arena. 
 

Course Description and Overview 
This course will give an overview of the influence of religion on politics in the US. America’s 
ongoing debates about religion in public life and politics— whether about gay marriage, Masterpiece 
Cakeshop, President Trump’s Travel Ban, (E.O. 13769) Black Lives Matter Movement, the 
Mormonism of Mitt Romney, the zeal of evangelical support for Donald Trump, the role of political 
Islam post-9/11, or Religious Right activism, to name just a few—have caused millions to realize that 
religion may well be the most powerful, yet least understood, force of our times. The course is 
primarily about the intersection of American religion and politics viewed through the contemporary 
political landscape. 
 
 “Religion,” as defined in the course, refers not only to formal theological creeds but also to the 
societal beliefs, organizations, and subcultures associated with various religious communities. The 
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principal aim of the course is to understand how religion affects politics (and vice versa) and to 
explore the moral questions raised by the interaction of these two forces. Several topics will be 
addressed that look at this understanding in different ways.  The guiding assumption of the course is 
that the theoretical and practical issues – religious and political questions are best studied in relation 
to one another. The course will survey historical, constitutional, philosophical, theological and 
practical issues in relation between democratic polity and religious belief and practice; this includes 
the ideas that influenced the founders on this topic, the religious freedom clauses of the 1st 
Amendment and related court cases, the role of religion in US political history, public policies related 
to religion, religion impacts in politics and how religion influences political behavior with particular 
attention paid to certain religious groups and politicians.   
 
By the end of this course you are expected to be able to thoughtfully analyze issues regarding religion 
and politics and be able to cogently express this analysis through written and verbal communication.  
 
But more importantly, students will be able to answer three of the most powerful, even daunting, of 
those questions.  The first is this: whatever your beliefs (or non-beliefs), how should you consider 
and respond to the political and policy claims of religiously-based groups or issues? The second is: 
how together might we conceive of, and organize, political and public life in ways that allow for 
their vibrant and tolerant debate?  The third is perhaps the greatest challenge: whether you believe 
in God (or in humanly-transcendent forces that exercise moral claims, however defined) or not, 
how can you live and act in public life/politics in concert with your beliefs?   
 
Course Learning Objectives 

1. Describe and analyze the historical, constitutional, philosophical, theological and practical 
issues in relation between democratic polity and religious belief and practice that formed 
religious liberty.  

2. Explore and identify roles of civil religion and how it shaped the country and how such 
subcultures are mobilized on behalf of political ends.  

3. Examine logically the diversity of American religious communities and the effects of that 
diversity on the nation; the body of politics and how belief and other sociological norms 
informs political decision making.   

4. Analyze the intersection of race, gender and other religious minorities and how religion 
among select groups of people and how they shape voting and political behavior. 

5. Explore the role of religion in American culture and, ultimately, in political sources of 
identities and norms for behavior.  

6. Identify major people, events, and concepts that have shaped American religion and politics. 
 
Course Requirements 
Politics is a dialogical enterprise, meaning that most of the work completed in politics occurs in 
dialogue and interacting with others. As students engaging in the study of applied policy, you are 
expected to come to class to discuss assigned texts and engage in class discussions on a regular 
basis. Participation is a measure of the (voluntarily) contributions students make to the classroom 
discussions. 
 
Please keep in mind that participation is not the same as attendance. Please also keep in mind 
that there is a difference between productive and unproductive contributions of which the latter is 
strongly discouraged. It is an important aspect of my teaching philosophy to create a learning 
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space that welcomes all voices. Therefore, the class will not end without each student 
contributing something to the discussion. This is a very important aspect of class participation. 
 
A Note on Classroom Etiquette: Since we will discuss sensitive and often controversial topics; 
to create a healthy and productive environment conducive to proper class discussion students 
are asked to do the following: (1) think through the thought before you voice the thought, this 
does not mean that you are prohibited from asking “stupid” questions but that you should tailor 
your contributions in a way that prevents people from becoming easily offended; (2) be 
respectful to all views shared by others--this class should be a safe environment for students to 
express their ideas openly, even if they oppose majority opinions; (3) be a sensitive speaker – 
students should not interrupt other students nor should they personally attack students. 

Reading Summaries and Evaluations 
You will be required to hand-in THREE two-page (single-spaced) critical assessments of the course 
readings. In these two-pagers, you should answer three questions, first, very, very briefly synthesize and 
summarize the main point, position, or argument of the material. Second, offer your analysis and 
evaluation of the readings. How, if any, does it relate to you? Do you agree or disagree with the author’s 
thoughts? Why or Why not?  What impact does it have regarding politics and religion now or in the 
future? Third, how do the readings support the course objective, and what do they mean for society in 
understating the intersection of religion and politics? Fourth, what do you recommend for the future, 
should we read them, or is there something else that would be better? Other voices, authors/scholars 
outside of course readings on this issue are welcomed and encouraged as a comparative analysis. Outside 
authors should not constitute the majority of your analysis. For this assignment, either you should analyze 
all readings, etc. in one section or you analyze, compare and contrast a one reading in one section with 
another. An analysis on one reading is not sufficient. These THREE two-pagers can either be done at 
any time during the course; before December 6, 2018.  
 
Please note: Style: 12pt. Times New Roman; single-spaced; Chicago/Turabian format; • References: 
academic references (e.g., Wikipedia and similar sources do not count) • Analysis: Thorough, graduate-level 
comparative analysis of the issue. 
 
Paper 1: Political-Religious Narrative (3-5 pages) 
What are your political-religious experiences (past and/or present)? How has your religious experiences 
influenced your political views? Alternatively, how has your politics influenced your religion or views on 
religion in politics, public policy or public life? I want you to reflect on how that influence has taken place 
in your own life and/or how it ought to take form in the legislative process and/or public life, if at all.  
There is no right or wrong answer here nor will you be judged on your religion or a lack thereof, but 
rather on your thoughtful, reflective analysis. However, you must be reflective and analytical. Though 
this assignment is short, it needs to show some evidence that you have spent some time reflecting on 
this question through the readings, class discussion, etc. This is due October 18, 2018.  
 
Paper 2: Political-Religious Engagement Project (6-18 pages) 
This assignment can take shape in several ways. This is assignment is intended to be more practically 
focused on religion and politics. Below are suggestions; I am open to other ideas. Happy to share past 
students work as example.  Prior approval is required.  

• Write a speech on the intersection of religion and politics and how it should or should not play in 
public life 
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• A policy memorandum to a Member of Congress on how to engage religion and politics regarding 
any of the topics discussed in the course (same-sex marriage; race and religion; how to engage a 
religious community, etc.)  

• A messaging campaign memorandum on how to get a candidate to speak to the issues of religion 
and politics, how to engage religious communities 

• A case study on an advocacy organization engaged at this intersection providing a policy 
recommendation to improve their efforts. (This should also include an interview with 
organization’s leaders) 

• A lobbying strategy memorandum 
• Opening statement or testimony on the subject before Congress 
• Ethnographic research in a religious-political event.  You are to fully document your experience – 

with a full critical assessment of thoughts, feelings, recommendations, etc. You can either attend a 
religious-political event, forums during the semester. These events can be either at a church 
service, temple, a forum, event, rally, etc. Look for political and religious cues being presented 
during the experience. Discuss your observations and your reflections. Ideally, I would like to 
know what event, forum, or service you are attending beforehand. Be sure you are describing and 
analyzing the full range of political-religious cues that we will be learning and that you reflect 
broadly on what you have learned from this experience. If there are any questions or concerns, 
please do let me know. Ideas for paper are due on October 25; Papers are due on June 
December 7th.  

 
Course Grading   
Two-Page papers (three)   300 
Paper 1     100 
Paper 2     500 
Class Participation    100  
Total                                                           1000 
*Please note that you may be penalized for late submission of assignment(s). 
 

Grade* Grading Standard 
A 94-100 Your work is outstanding and ready for submission in a professional 

environment. Your material, effort, research, and writing demonstrate 
superior work. 

A- 90-93 Represents solid work with minor errors. Overall, excellent work. 
B+ 87-89 Very good. Represents well-written material, research, and 

presentation, but needs some minor work. 

B 83-86 Satisfactory work, but needs reworking and more effort. Note that 
although not a failing grade, at the graduate level, anything below a 
“B” is viewed as unacceptable.  

B- 80-82 You’ve completed the assignment, but you are not meeting all of the 
requirements. 

C+ 77-79 Needs improvement in content and in effort. Shows some motivation 
and concern. 
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C 73-76 Needs reworking, improved effort, and additional research. Shows 
minimal motivation and concern. 

C- 70-72 (lowest 
grade to pass) 

Poor performance. Major errors, too many misspellings, problems 
with accuracy, etc. 

F Below 70 Unacceptable performance, or inability to submit the assignment. 
 
 

Required Text and Learning Materials 
Kenneth D. Wald & Allison Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the United States 8th Ed.  2018 
 
Matthew Sutton and Darren Dochuk ed., Faith in the New Millennium: The Future of Religion and 
American Politics, 2016 
 
Michele F. Margolis, From Politics to the Pews: How Partisanship and the Political Environment Shape 
Religious Identity, June 2018  *(Please order ASAP)* 

 
Bill Bishop, The Big Sort: Why the Clustering of Like-Minded America is Tearing us Apart 2008 
 
Additional Reading/Current Events: 
In addition to the text, you will be required to maintain a knowledge and understanding of current 
religious-politico issues and events.  There will be articles emailed to the class which will be discussed in 
the class. I encourage you to also email articles to the class about religion and politics. This is an essential 
part of the course that should be taken seriously. In addition to reading the 
newspaper, you will benefit from following other sources of religious-political news while taking this 
course. Some of the better sources that I recommend are: 
 

• Faith in Public Life, http://www.faithinpubliclife.org/press (Liberal/Progressive 
orientated)  

• Family Research Council, http://www.frc.org/newsroom (Conservative orientated)  
• Religion and Ethics Newsweekly, http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/ 
• NPR, All Things Considered Section and Religion, http://www.npr.org/sections/religion/ 
• Religion New Service, http://www.religionnews.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.faithinpubliclife.org/press
http://www.frc.org/newsroom
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/
http://www.npr.org/sections/religion/
http://www.religionnews.com/
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Course Sessions August 30- December 6 (Readings are listed each week and are expected to be 
read before each class. I will also will send current day-today articles on religion and politics via 

email, which you are expected to read and be familiar with for class discussion) 

Before class Thursday, test yourself in five minutes by taking the quiz here bring result to 
class: http://www.pewforum.org/quiz/u-s-religious-knowledge/   (and) 

Watch Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-YQXRrNo70 

August 30: Session 1: Religion, Politics and Democracy in Historical Overview 
Thomas Jefferson, “Letter to the Baptist Association of Danbury” 
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9806/danpre.html 
James Madison, Federalist 10, http://memory.loc.gov/const/fed/fed_10.html 
John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity” 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/a-model-of-christian-charity/ 
Religion and Politics in the United States, Chapters 1 &2  
“What do Americans know about religion?” http://www.pewforum.org/2010/09/28/u-s-religious-
knowledge-survey-who-knows-what-about-religion/ 
 
 
September 6: Session 2: Civil Religion: The Intersection of Religion and Politics  
Religion and Politics in the United States, Chapter 3 
The Big Sort, Introduction, Chapters 1-4 
“Republicans, Democrats divided on impact of religion” 
http://religionnews.com/2017/07/10/republicans-democrats-divided-on-impact-of-religion/ 
 
“A campaign to blitz the country with ‘In God We Trust laws take root” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/02/a-campaign-to-blitz-the-country-with-in-god-we-trust-laws-takes-
root/ 
 
“There is no American tradition of separation of church and state” 
https://www.clarionledger.com/story/opinion/columnists/2018/05/15/there-no-american-tradition-
separation-church-and-state/611195002/ 
 
 
“The White House is Tearing Down the Wall Between Church and State” 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/05/opinion/sunday/church-state-supreme-court-religion.html 
 
Listen: “What Role Does Religion Play in American Politics?” 
https://www.npr.org/2018/06/21/622138034/what-role-does-religion-play-in-american-politics 

 
 
September 13: Session 3: Religion in the Courts and the Separation of Church and State 
Religion and Politics in the United States, Chapter 4 
Faith in the New Millennium, Chapter 16 
 

http://www.pewforum.org/quiz/u-s-religious-knowledge/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-YQXRrNo70
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9806/danpre.html
http://memory.loc.gov/const/fed/fed_10.html
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/a-model-of-christian-charity/
http://www.pewforum.org/2010/09/28/u-s-religious-knowledge-survey-who-knows-what-about-religion/
http://www.pewforum.org/2010/09/28/u-s-religious-knowledge-survey-who-knows-what-about-religion/
http://religionnews.com/2017/07/10/republicans-democrats-divided-on-impact-of-religion/
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/02/a-campaign-to-blitz-the-country-with-in-god-we-trust-laws-takes-root/
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/02/a-campaign-to-blitz-the-country-with-in-god-we-trust-laws-takes-root/
https://www.clarionledger.com/story/opinion/columnists/2018/05/15/there-no-american-tradition-separation-church-and-state/611195002/
https://www.clarionledger.com/story/opinion/columnists/2018/05/15/there-no-american-tradition-separation-church-and-state/611195002/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/05/opinion/sunday/church-state-supreme-court-religion.html
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Hobby Lobby 
http://www.hobbylobbycase.com  
 
“The Johnson Amendment” 
http://www.npr.org/2017/02/03/513187940/the-johnson-amendment-in-five-questions-and-answers 
 
“House votes to prevent IRS from punishing churches engaging in politics” 
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/19/house-irs-churches-candidates-politics-698319 
 

 
“Five reasons the Masterpiece Cakeshop decision is a victory for all Americans” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/08/5-reasons-the-masterpiece-cakeshop-decision-is-a-victory-for-all-
americans/ 

 
“Does the Supreme Court have a double standard on religion?” 
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/26/politics/does-the-supreme-court-have-a-double-standard-on-
religion/index.html 
 
“Why Catholics and Jews dominate at the Supreme Court” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/12/why-catholics-and-jews-dominate-at-the-supreme-court/ 
 
“Five Faith Facts on Trump’s Supreme Court pick, Brett Kavanaugh” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/09/5-faith-facts-on-trumps-supreme-court-pick-brett-kavanaugh/ 
 
“Faith leaders on Kavanaugh: Defender or destroyer of religious liberty?” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/10/faith-leaders-on-kavanaugh-nomination-defender-or-destroyer-of-
religious-liberty/ 
 

 
September 20: Session 4: Religion and American Political Culture 
Religion and Politics in United States, Chapter 7 
The Big Sort Chapters 5-6 
From Politics to the Pews: How Partisanship and the Political Environment Shape Religious Identity 
 
“Your Rabbi? Probably a Democrat. Your Baptist Pastor? Probably a Republican. Your Priest? Who 
Knows” 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/12/upshot/100000005155772.mobile.html 
 
“Southern Baptists, Gender Hierarchy, and the Road to Trump” 
http://religionandpolitics.org/2018/07/10/southern-baptists-gender-hierarchy-and-the-road-to-trump/ 
 
“NBC/WSJ poll: Support for Roe v. Wade hits new high” 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/first-read/nbc-wsj-poll-support-roe-v-wade-hits-new-high-n893806 

 
“Millennials: Get over your faith phobia” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/24/hussain-oped/ 

http://www.hobbylobbycase.com/
http://www.npr.org/2017/02/03/513187940/the-johnson-amendment-in-five-questions-and-answers
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/19/house-irs-churches-candidates-politics-698319
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/08/5-reasons-the-masterpiece-cakeshop-decision-is-a-victory-for-all-americans/
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/08/5-reasons-the-masterpiece-cakeshop-decision-is-a-victory-for-all-americans/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/26/politics/does-the-supreme-court-have-a-double-standard-on-religion/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/26/politics/does-the-supreme-court-have-a-double-standard-on-religion/index.html
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/09/5-faith-facts-on-trumps-supreme-court-pick-brett-kavanaugh/
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/10/faith-leaders-on-kavanaugh-nomination-defender-or-destroyer-of-religious-liberty/
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/10/faith-leaders-on-kavanaugh-nomination-defender-or-destroyer-of-religious-liberty/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/06/12/upshot/100000005155772.mobile.html
http://religionandpolitics.org/2018/07/10/southern-baptists-gender-hierarchy-and-the-road-to-trump/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/first-read/nbc-wsj-poll-support-roe-v-wade-hits-new-high-n893806
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/24/hussain-oped/
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September 27: Session 5: Religion, Politics, and Political Action 
Religion and Politics in the United States, Chapter 5 & 6 
The Big Sort Chapters 7-9 
From Politics to the Pews: How Partisanship and the Political Environment Shape Religious Identity 
 
“The Social Gospel Roots of the American Religious Left” 
http://religionandpolitics.org/2018/07/31/the-social-gospel-roots-of-the-american-religious-left/ 
 
“Stop Congress from injecting partisan campaign politics into America’s houses of worship” 
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/396931-stop-congress-from-injecting-partisan-campaign-
politics-into 
 
“Faith-based groups turn up the heat on ICE” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/27/faith-based-groups-turn-up-the-heat-on-ice/ 
 
 
“Michael Curry v. Robert Jeffress on the biblical view of government” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/01/michael-curry-v-robert-jeffress-on-the-biblical-view-of-government/ 
 

 
October 4: Session 6: The Religious Right: The Intersection of Religion and Politics 
Religion and Politics in United States, Chapter 8 (pgs. 191-215) 
Faith in the New Millennium, Chapter 1 
From Politics to the Pews 
 
“Religious Conservative Leaders Condemn Family Separations- but Not Necessarily Trump” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/06/why-religious-conservatives-are-calling-out-trump-
on-family-separation-at-the-border/563060/ 
 
“How evangelicals teamed up with the White House on prison reform” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/25/how-evangelicals-pushed-prison-reform-for-the-trump-white-house/ 
 
“Understanding White Evangelicals Views on Immigration” 
https://bulletin.hds.harvard.edu/articles/springsummer2018/understanding-white-evangelical-views-
immigration 
 
“Christian America’ dwindling, including white evangelicals, study shows” 
https://religionnews.com/2017/09/06/embargoed-christian-america-dwindling-including-white-
evangelicals-study-shows/ 

 
October 11: Session 7:  Religion and the American Presidency  
Faith in the New Millennium, Chapter 3 & 11-12 
From Politics to the Pews 
Read: http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/god-in-the-white-house/ 
 

http://religionandpolitics.org/2018/07/31/the-social-gospel-roots-of-the-american-religious-left/
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/396931-stop-congress-from-injecting-partisan-campaign-politics-into
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/396931-stop-congress-from-injecting-partisan-campaign-politics-into
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/27/faith-based-groups-turn-up-the-heat-on-ice/
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/01/michael-curry-v-robert-jeffress-on-the-biblical-view-of-government/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/06/why-religious-conservatives-are-calling-out-trump-on-family-separation-at-the-border/563060/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/06/why-religious-conservatives-are-calling-out-trump-on-family-separation-at-the-border/563060/
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/25/how-evangelicals-pushed-prison-reform-for-the-trump-white-house/
https://bulletin.hds.harvard.edu/articles/springsummer2018/understanding-white-evangelical-views-immigration
https://bulletin.hds.harvard.edu/articles/springsummer2018/understanding-white-evangelical-views-immigration
https://religionnews.com/2017/09/06/embargoed-christian-america-dwindling-including-white-evangelicals-study-shows/
https://religionnews.com/2017/09/06/embargoed-christian-america-dwindling-including-white-evangelicals-study-shows/
http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/god-in-the-white-house/
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Watch: Harvard Professor David Gergen’s Religion in Public Life (American Presidency) 
http://hds.harvard.edu/news/2015/04/17/video-religion-public-life 
 
Watch: Obama Delivers Eulogy in Charleston 
http://www.nytimes.com/video/us/100000003767801/obama-delivers-eulogy-in-charleston.html 

 
“Highlights of Obama Administration’s Church-State Record” 
http://bjconline.org/highlights-of-obama-administrations-church-state-record-011820171/ 

 
Pres. Obama’s Advisory Council on Faith-Based Initiatives, “A New Era of Partnerships: 
Recommendations on Poverty Reduction and Community Building” 
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/ofbnp-council-final-report.pdf 
 
Pres. Bush’s Advisory Council 
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/government/fbci/pdf/innovation-in-compassion.pdf 
 
“In Plains, GA, an evangelical politician like no other” 
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2018/0711/In-Plains-Ga.-an-evangelical-politician-like-no-
other 
 
*Congress and Religion and Politics* 
“Booker and Warren fuse faith and politics in appeal to mainline preachers” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/24/democratic-senators-fuse-faith-and-politics-in-appeal-to-mainline-
preachers/ 
 
“Amid partisan din, Sen. James Lankford walks a fine line: Pastor and politician” 
http://religionnews.com/2017/07/11/amid-partisan-din-sen-james-lankford-walks-a-fine-line-pastor-and-
politician/ 
 
 
*President Trump Religion and Politics* 
“A religious freedom summit can’t undo Trump’s record on Islam” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/25/a-religious-freedom-summit-cant-undo-trumps-record-on-islam/ 

 
“Sessions' religious liberty task force panned by civil rights groups, LGBTQ advocates” 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/sessions-religious-liberty-task-force-panned-civil-
rights-groups-lgbtq-n896271 
 
 
“Brownback opens religious freedom summit with plea to fight persecution” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/24/brownback-opens-religious-freedom-summit-with-plea-to-fight-
persecution/ 
 
“The Christian Nationalism of Donald Trump” 
http://religionandpolitics.org/2018/07/17/the-christian-nationalism-of-donald-trump/ 

http://www.nytimes.com/video/us/100000003767801/obama-delivers-eulogy-in-charleston.html
http://bjconline.org/highlights-of-obama-administrations-church-state-record-011820171/
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/docs/ofbnp-council-final-report.pdf
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/government/fbci/pdf/innovation-in-compassion.pdf
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2018/0711/In-Plains-Ga.-an-evangelical-politician-like-no-other
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2018/0711/In-Plains-Ga.-an-evangelical-politician-like-no-other
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/24/democratic-senators-fuse-faith-and-politics-in-appeal-to-mainline-preachers/
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/24/democratic-senators-fuse-faith-and-politics-in-appeal-to-mainline-preachers/
http://religionnews.com/2017/07/11/amid-partisan-din-sen-james-lankford-walks-a-fine-line-pastor-and-politician/
http://religionnews.com/2017/07/11/amid-partisan-din-sen-james-lankford-walks-a-fine-line-pastor-and-politician/
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/25/a-religious-freedom-summit-cant-undo-trumps-record-on-islam/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/sessions-religious-liberty-task-force-panned-civil-rights-groups-lgbtq-n896271
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/sessions-religious-liberty-task-force-panned-civil-rights-groups-lgbtq-n896271
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/24/brownback-opens-religious-freedom-summit-with-plea-to-fight-persecution/
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/24/brownback-opens-religious-freedom-summit-with-plea-to-fight-persecution/
http://religionandpolitics.org/2018/07/17/the-christian-nationalism-of-donald-trump/
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“Trump shapes the landscape in Jerusalem” 
http://thehill.com/policy/international/395463-trump-shapes-the-landscape-in-jerusalem?userid=256097 

 
 
October 18: Session 8: Religion, Politics, and Race 
Religion and Politics in United States, Chapter 10 (pg.249-264) 
Faith in the New Millennium, Chapter 4 & 9 
From Politics to the Pews 
Watch and Listen to President Obama’s a “More Perfect Union” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWe7wTVbLUU 
 
“Blacks more likely than others in U.S. to read the Bible regularly, see it as God’s word” 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/05/07/blacks-more-likely-than-others-in-u-s-to-read-the-
bible-regularly-see-it-as-gods-word/ 

 
 
Watch: “America’s Original Sin”  
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2016/01/29/january-29-2016-americas-original-sin/28859/ 
 AND 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/video/page/2/#28906 
 
“Forty years on, most Mormons still believe the racist temple ban was God’s will” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/11/40-years-later-most-mormons-still-believe-the-racist-priesthood-
temple-ban-was-gods-will/ 
 

 
Secondary Reading: Martin Luther King, “A Letter from a Birmingham Jail” 
 
*Paper 1 is due* 
 
October 25: Session 9: The Politics of Religious Groups/Faith Traditions 
Religion and Politics in America, Chapters 8 (pgs. 216-223) Chapter9; Chapter 10 (pgs.264-281) 
Big Sort Chapters 10-12 
From Politics to the Pews 
Faith in the New Millennium, Chapter 13 
 
“Rift Builds Between Catholics and Evangelicals Over Politics” 
https://www.worldreligionnews.com/religion-news/catholics-evangelicals-rift-builds-politics 

 
"Millennials, Religion and Politics” 
http://www.aei.org/publication/millennials-religion-and-politics-in-the-united-states/ 
 
“Most religious groups say country is on the wrong track” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/19/how-white-evangelicals-are-outliers-among-us-faith-groups/ 

 

http://thehill.com/policy/international/395463-trump-shapes-the-landscape-in-jerusalem?userid=256097
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWe7wTVbLUU
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/05/07/blacks-more-likely-than-others-in-u-s-to-read-the-bible-regularly-see-it-as-gods-word/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/05/07/blacks-more-likely-than-others-in-u-s-to-read-the-bible-regularly-see-it-as-gods-word/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2016/01/29/january-29-2016-americas-original-sin/28859/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/video/page/2/#28906
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/11/40-years-later-most-mormons-still-believe-the-racist-priesthood-temple-ban-was-gods-will/
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/11/40-years-later-most-mormons-still-believe-the-racist-priesthood-temple-ban-was-gods-will/
https://www.worldreligionnews.com/religion-news/catholics-evangelicals-rift-builds-politics
http://www.aei.org/publication/millennials-religion-and-politics-in-the-united-states/
https://religionnews.com/2018/07/19/how-white-evangelicals-are-outliers-among-us-faith-groups/
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*Ideas on Paper 2 are due; submit a brief paragraph*  
 
 

November 1: Session 10: Religion, Politics, Women, Human Sexuality and Gender 
Religion and Politics in America, Chapter 11 
From Politics to the Pews 
 
“These Candidates Could Be America’s First Muslim Women In Congress” 
https://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/us_5b57675ee4b0b15aba92ebf2/amp 
 
“Why the Supreme Court's 'gay wedding cake' ruling won't resolve religious freedom issues: Guest 
opinion” 
https://articles.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2018/06/why_the_supreme_courts_gay_wed.amp 
 
“Religions Freedom Next Issue: Gay Marriage”  
http://www.newsweek.com/state-religious-freedom-laws-568299 
 
Watch: “Evangelical Southern Baptist Leader on LGBTQ Acceptance” 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2015/08/07/april-24-2015-russell-moore-evangelicals-lgbt-
issues/25860/ 

 
Watch: “Matthew Vines on God and the Gay Christian”  
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2015/04/24/matthew-vines-god-gay-christian/25857/ 
 
When it’s sexuality versus religion, Americans stand divided 
http://religionnews.com/2017/06/29/when-its-sexuality-versus-religion-americans-stand-divided/ 
 
November 8: Session 11: Religion and Politics: Midterm Election Results Analysis/ Guest Speaker 
 
“The Fight for the Protection of Our Democracy” 
http://www.thechristianrecorder.com/the-fight-for-the-protection-of-our-democracy/ 

 
November 15: Session 12: Islamic faith, other Religions, Politics, and the American Political 
Landscape  
Faith in the New Millennium, Chapter 5 
Religion and Politics in America, Chapter 10 (pgs 264-270) 
 
*The Muslim Political Community* 
Jocelyne Cesari,  “Obama, Islam, and the American Religious Landscape” 
http://hds.harvard.edu/news/2016/02/03/obama-islam-and-american-religious-landscape\ 
 
Do Muslims Have to Be Democrats Now? 
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/05/13/opinion/sunday/do-muslims-have-to-be-democrats-
now.html?emc=edit_tnt_20170513&nlid=20621639&tntemail0=y&_r=0&referer=android-
app://com.google.android.gm 
 

https://m.huffpost.com/us/entry/us_5b57675ee4b0b15aba92ebf2/amp
https://articles.oregonlive.com/opinion/index.ssf/2018/06/why_the_supreme_courts_gay_wed.amp
http://www.newsweek.com/state-religious-freedom-laws-568299
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2015/08/07/april-24-2015-russell-moore-evangelicals-lgbt-issues/25860/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2015/08/07/april-24-2015-russell-moore-evangelicals-lgbt-issues/25860/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2015/04/24/matthew-vines-god-gay-christian/25857/
http://religionnews.com/2017/06/29/when-its-sexuality-versus-religion-americans-stand-divided/
http://www.thechristianrecorder.com/the-fight-for-the-protection-of-our-democracy/
http://hds.harvard.edu/people/jocelyne-cesari
http://hds.harvard.edu/news/2016/02/03/obama-islam-and-american-religious-landscape/
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/05/13/opinion/sunday/do-muslims-have-to-be-democrats-now.html?emc=edit_tnt_20170513&nlid=20621639&tntemail0=y&_r=0&referer=android-app://com.google.android.gm
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/05/13/opinion/sunday/do-muslims-have-to-be-democrats-now.html?emc=edit_tnt_20170513&nlid=20621639&tntemail0=y&_r=0&referer=android-app://com.google.android.gm
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/05/13/opinion/sunday/do-muslims-have-to-be-democrats-now.html?emc=edit_tnt_20170513&nlid=20621639&tntemail0=y&_r=0&referer=android-app://com.google.android.gm
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“White House Iftar dinner marks opportunity for Muslims” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/06/white-house-iftar-dinner-marks-opportunity-for-muslims/ 
 
“New estimates show U.S. Muslim population continues to grow” 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/03/new-estimates-show-u-s-muslim-population-continues-
to-grow/ 
 
“The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections” 
 www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/ 

 
 
*The Buddhist Political Community* 
“A political awakening for Buddhists? 125 U.S. Buddhist leaders to meet at the White House.” 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/05/12/125-u-s-buddhist-leaders-to-meet-at-
the-white-house/ 
 
“A Buddhist Call for a Middle Way in Politics” 
https://tricycle.org/trikedaily/buddhist-republican-politics/ 
 
*The Hindu Political Community* 
“Hindu Americans Don’t Vote Republican” 
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/why-hindu-americans-dont-vote-republican/ 

 
“Indian families in Minnesota are on edge after U.S. attacks” 
http://www.startribune.com/indian-families-in-minnesota-on-edge-after-u-s-attacks/415929434/ 
 
“Hindu American Foundation Slams USCIRF over India Report” 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hindu-american-foundation-slams-uscirf-
over-anti-india-report/articleshow/57123621.cms 
 
 
*Other* 
“In Iraq, the US State Department has a religious blindspot” 
http://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/389936-in-iraq-the-us-state-department-has-a-religious-
blindspot 
 
“How world politics is shaped by the leaders' faith with vicar's daughter Theresa May the latest in a line 
of practicing Christian Prime Ministers” 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4412178/They-God-Politics-shaped-leaders-faith.html 
 
November 22:  Thanksgiving Holiday No Class 
 
November 29: Session 13: Religion, The None and Public Policy: The Future 
Religion and Politics in the United States, Chapter 12  
Faith in the New Millennium, Chapter 15 
 

https://religionnews.com/2018/06/06/white-house-iftar-dinner-marks-opportunity-for-muslims/
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/05/12/125-u-s-buddhist-leaders-to-meet-at-the-white-house/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2015/05/12/125-u-s-buddhist-leaders-to-meet-at-the-white-house/
https://tricycle.org/trikedaily/buddhist-republican-politics/
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/why-hindu-americans-dont-vote-republican/
http://www.startribune.com/indian-families-in-minnesota-on-edge-after-u-s-attacks/415929434/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hindu-american-foundation-slams-uscirf-over-anti-india-report/articleshow/57123621.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hindu-american-foundation-slams-uscirf-over-anti-india-report/articleshow/57123621.cms
http://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/389936-in-iraq-the-us-state-department-has-a-religious-blindspot
http://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/389936-in-iraq-the-us-state-department-has-a-religious-blindspot
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4412178/They-God-Politics-shaped-leaders-faith.html
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“Government Innovation in Era of White Nationalism” 
https://bulletin.hds.harvard.edu/articles/springsummer2018/government-innovation-era-white-nationalism 
 
“In Europe, religious minorities face mounting hostility, harassment” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/27/europe-hostility/ 
 
“Europe: Not as Secular as You Think” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/05/29/not-so-secular-survey-finds-a-large-group-of-nonpracticing-
christians-in-europe/ 

 
“Secular, but Feeling a Call to Divinity School” (The Nones)  
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/17/us/more-students-secular-but-feeling-a-call-turn-to-divinity-
schools.html 
 
“Debate Over Political Role for Priests”  
https://international.la-croix.com/news/debate-over-political-role-for-priests/7716# 
 
“Faith and Politics in the Age of Trump” 
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/religion/284218-faith-and-politics-in-the-age-of-trump 
 
“Religious Freedom is Just One Ball to Juggle in a Pluralistic Society” 
http://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/356719-religious-freedom-is-just-one-ball-to-juggle-in-a-pluralistic-
society 
 
“Multiracial churches increase as blacks, whites learn to worship together” 
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/29/multiracial-churches/ 

 
 
December 6: Session 13 (Final Session): Religion, Politics and the Media   
 
“Of Religion, Politics and Media” 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/george-mitrovich/of-religion-politics-medi_b_7715212.html 
 
Paper 2 Due. *Evaluations * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bulletin.hds.harvard.edu/articles/springsummer2018/government-innovation-era-white-nationalism
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/27/europe-hostility/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/17/us/more-students-secular-but-feeling-a-call-turn-to-divinity-schools.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/17/us/more-students-secular-but-feeling-a-call-turn-to-divinity-schools.html
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/religion/284218-faith-and-politics-in-the-age-of-trump
http://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/356719-religious-freedom-is-just-one-ball-to-juggle-in-a-pluralistic-society
http://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/356719-religious-freedom-is-just-one-ball-to-juggle-in-a-pluralistic-society
https://religionnews.com/2018/06/29/multiracial-churches/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/george-mitrovich/of-religion-politics-medi_b_7715212.html
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Tentative Course Calendar* 
*The instructor reserves the right to alter course content and/or adjust the pace to accommodate class 
progress. Students are responsible for keeping up with all adjustments to the course calendar. 

 
Final Note 
You are in a graduate seminar, and I expect graduate students to have mastered research skills, 
and argumentative writing already. Much of what you learn in graduate school, and in this 
course, will depend on you. I expect you to take an active part in the class, using your personal 
experiences and interests to contribute to our discussions. I also expect you to be able to make 
strong cases for your recommendations in all written work for class, and to be able to do it 
clearly, with correct reference to the experts. Finally, I expect all course work to be submitted on 
time.   
 
Blackboard Site 
A Blackboard course site has been set up for this course. Each student is expected to check the 
site throughout the semester, as Blackboard will be the primary venue for outside classroom 
communications between the instructors and the students. Students can access the course site at 
https://blackboard.gwu.edu. Support for Blackboard is available at 202-994-4948 or 
helpdesk.gwu.edu. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All members of the university community are expected to exhibit honesty and competence in 
their academic work. Students have a special responsibility to acquaint themselves with, and 
make use of, all proper procedures for doing research, writing papers, and taking exams.  
Members of the community will be presumed to be familiar with the proper academic procedures 
and will be held responsible for applying them.  Deliberate failure to act in accordance with such 
procedures will be considered academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty is defined as 
“cheating of any kind, including misrepresenting one’s own work, taking credit for the work of 
others without crediting them and without appropriate authorization, and the fabrication of 
information.”  Acts of academic dishonesty are a legal, moral, and intellectual offense against the 
community and will be prosecuted through the proper university channels.  The University Code 
of Academic Integrity can be found at http://studentconduct.gwu.edu/code-academic-integrity.  
 
Support for Students with Disabilities 
GW’s Disability Support Services (DSS) provides and coordinates accommodations and other 
services for students with a wide variety of disabilities, as well as those temporarily disabled by 
injury or illness.  Accommodations are available through DSS to facilitate academic access for 
students with disabilities.  Please notify your instructor if you require accommodations. 
Additional information is available at www.gwu.edu/~dss.   
 
In the Event of an Emergency or Crisis during Class 
If we experience some an emergency during class time, we will try to stay at this location until 
we hear that we can move about safely. If we have to leave here, we will meet at Union Station 
in order to account for everyone and to make certain that everyone is safe. Please refer to 
Campus Advisories for the latest information on the University’s operating status: 
http://www.campusadvisories.gwu.edu/.  

http://helpdesk.gwu.edu/
http://studentconduct.gwu.edu/code-academic-integrity
http://www.gwu.edu/%7Edss
http://www.campusadvisories.gwu.edu/
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Course Evaluation 
At the end of the semester, students will be given the opportunity to evaluate the course through 
GW’s online course evaluation system. It is very important that you take the time to complete an 
evaluation. Students are also encouraged to provide feedback throughout the course of the 
semester by contacting any/all of the following: 
Dr. Steven Billet 
Director, Legislative Affairs Program  
sbillet@gwu.edu | 202-994-1149 
Dr. Jack Prostko 
Associate Dean for Learning and Faculty Development 
College of Professional Studies 
jackp@gwu.edu | 202-994-3592 
Suzanne Farrand 
Director of Academic Administration, GSPM 
sfarrand@gwu.edu | 202-994-9309 

 
Copyright Statement 
Unless explicitly allowed by the instructor, course materials, class discussions, and examinations are 
created for and expected to be used by class participants only.  The recording and rebroadcasting of such 
material, by any means, is forbidden.  

mailto:sbillet@gwu.edu
mailto:jackp@gwu.edu
mailto:sfarrand@gwu.edu

