
 
 

 

 
 

GSPM Admissions Requirements and Admissions Deadlines 
 
Admissions Requirements   

 Online application 
 Bachelor’s degree from a regionally 

accredited institution of higher learning 
 Normally, an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher on 

a 4.0 scale is required 
 Two (2) letters of recommendation from 

professional and/or academic references; at 
least one academic reference for those who 
graduated within the last five years 

 Statement of Purpose 
 Resume 

 $80 non-refundable application fee 
 Transcript(s) from all schools attended 
 NACES or AICE International transcript 

evaluation (if applicable); If evaluation 
includes a certified copy of the official 
transcript, no need to send another official 
transcript  

 English language test scores (if applicable) 
 
 

 
Admissions Deadlines 

Entry 
Term 

International Application 
Deadline 

Priority Admission 
Deadline 

General Admission Deadline 

Fall  May 1 (Initial-Outside US) 
 June 1 (Transfer-Inside US) 

April 1 July 1 

Spring  October 1 (Initial-Outside US)  
 November 1 (Transfer – Inside 

US) 

October 1 December 1 

Summer N/A March 15 May 15  
 
 
Scholarship Deadlines 

Entry 
Term 

Priority Scholarship Deadline General Scholarship Deadline 

Fall April 1 
 

July 1 

Spring N/A 
 

November 1 

Please note while our scholarship deadlines are final, we may still accept applications on a rolling basis. Please 
reach out to gspmgrad@gwu.edu for more information. 

https://apply.gwu.edu/apply/


 
 

 

GSPM programs, campus locations, and F-1 and J-1 Visa eligibility  
Program Campus Location(s) F-1 or J-1  

Eligible? 
Community Advocacy (GC) In-person (Main Campus) No 
Digital Communications (GC) In-person (off-campus) No 
Digital Politics (GC) In-person (Main Campus) No 
Global Public Relations (GC) In-person (off-campus) No 

Legislative Affairs (MPS) 

In-person (off-campus - Hall of 
States) Yes 

Online Education No 
Hybrid No 

PACs and Political Management (GC) In-person (off-campus) No 

Political Management (MPS) 
In-person (Main Campus) Yes 
Online Education No 
Hybrid No 

Public Relations (GC) In-person (off-campus) No 
Public Relations and Communications (MPS) Online Education No 

 
 
Additional admissions and application materials requirements for MPS programs 

Legislative Affairs (MPS), Political Management (MPS), and Public Relations & Comm (MPS) 
Applicants with Bachelor’s GPA below 3.0 must submit a petition based on three or more years of relevant 
professional experience, consisting of (a) a descriptive essay and (b) a corresponding portfolio of work. 
 Descriptive Essay – In a descriptive essay of approximately 500 words, please describe in detail the 

nature, duties, and duration of your qualifying experience (as defined below). Please identify your 
direct supervisor and provide his/her current contact information.  This essay should also place the 
portfolio materials in a context that demonstrates, in the applicant’s view, an aptitude for graduate 
study in the program where admission is sought. 

 Relevant experience – A minimum of three years of full‐time (35 or more hours per week), 
professional, management‐level experience that includes some combination of program 
responsibility, independent decision‐making authority, official high‐level outside contacts, budgetary 
responsibility and/or supervisory authority. It does not include internships, volunteering on a 
campaign, receptionist duties, or clerical responsibilities. 

 Portfolio – A portfolio of work is a compilation of the most outstanding examples of your prior work; 
for example, research projects, writing samples or any published work. Your portfolio should include 
1‐3 pieces of work‐related professional writing in the range of 500‐1000 words.  

 
Applicants with Bachelor’s GPA below 3.0 and have less than the minimum required experience are 
encouraged to contact their program representative before starting an application.  

 



 
 

 

Transcripts 
 You must provide transcripts from all colleges and universities attended, whether or not credit was 

earned, the program was completed, or the credit appears as transfer credit on another transcript. You 
may initially submit unofficial transcripts from all institutions. Applications will not be reviewed until 
the admissions office has received all of your transcripts. However, accepted applicants are required 
to submit final official paper or electronic transcripts within 30 days following the start of their first 
semester.  

 
 Official paper transcripts must be mailed to: 

College of Professional Studies Office of Admissions 
The George Washington University 
Alexandria Education Center 
413 John Carlyle Street, Suite 250 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

 If your institution offers the option to send official electronic transcripts rather than mailed transcripts, 
they should submit them directly to applycps@gwu.edu. Transcripts sent through third party transcript 
services must come directly from the transcript provider; they will be considered unofficial if 
forwarded. 

 Applicants who have attained a bachelor’s degree from outside the United States must submit a 
detailed, course‐by-course evaluation showing all coursework, grades, and proof of the degree earned 
from a NACES or AICE member organization. The evaluation must state the degree equivalency to a 
U.S. bachelor’s degree and GPA. 

 
 
Graduate Student Financial Aid Information  
You must be a US citizen, permanent resident, or refugee to apply for need‐based financial aid. 

Semester Deadline 
Fall February 15th – FAFSA 

May 15th – Federal Direct Graduate PLUS and private alternative loan 
applications 

Spring August 1st – All Loan Documents 
Summer December 1st – All Loan Documents 

 
Completing the application by the priority deadlines will ensure that loan funds will be credited to the 
student’s university account at the beginning of the requested semester(s) if all other disbursement 
requirements are met. 
 
 For additional Financial Aid questions, contact the Office of Student Financial Assistance: 

o Web:  https://financialaid.gwu.edu/ 
o Phone:  (202) 994‐6620 
o Email:  finaid@gwu.edu 

 

mailto:applycps@gwu.edu
https://financialaid.gwu.edu/
mailto:finaid@gwu.edu


 
 

 

International Transcript Evaluation 
All international transcripts must be submitted to an approved, accredited independent evaluation agency 
prior to submission.  A list of acceptable foreign credential evaluation services is available through National 
Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) and Association of International Credential Evaluators 
(AICE).  Be sure to request a detailed, course-by-course evaluation showing all coursework and the U.S. 
equivalent credit hours, grades, cumulative grade point average, degree equivalency, and date of degree 
conferral from a NACES or AICE member organization. If your transcripts or academic credentials are in a 
language other than English, a certified English language translation must be provided.   

English Language Test Scores Requirements 
Submission of the results of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), academic International English 
Language Testing System (IELTS), the Pearson’s Test of English (PTE) academic, or the Duolingo English Test 
(DET) is required of applicants who are not citizens of countries where English is the official language 
(PDF). Exceptions to this policy may be granted to applicants who hold a(n) associate’s, bachelor's, master's, or 
doctoral degree: 
• From an institution in which English is the language of instruction and the official language of the country 

in which the university is located; or 
• From an accredited institution (PDF) by a U.S. regional accrediting agency. 

English language test scores may not be more than two years old.  To ensure TOEFL scores are sent to GW, 
please use institutional code 5246.  An institutional code is not required to send other scores. 

To be considered for admission, the minimum required scores are: 

• TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) 
o On-Campus Program Applicants: Paper-based – 550; Internet-based – 80 
o Online Program Applicants: Paper-based – 600; Internet-based – 100 

• IELTS (International English Language Testing Service) 
o On-Campus Program Applicants: 6.0 overall, with no band score below 5.0 
o Online Program Applicants: 7.0 overall, with no band score below 6.0 

• PTE (Pearson Test of English Academic) 
o On-Campus Program Applicants: 53 
o Online Program Applicants: 68 

• DET (Duolingo English Test)  
o On-Campus Program Applicants: 110 
o Online Program Applicants: 120 

English for Academic Purposes 
Some students are required to register for an English for Academic Purposes (EAP) course in their first 
semester at GW. The required course will be indicated in the student’s letter of admission. Those who are 
assigned EAP courses should anticipate additional tuition expenses as well as a possible extended period of 
time required to complete their degree.  

Students with minimum English language test scores or higher are exempt from the EAP course requirement: 

https://naces.org/members/
https://naces.org/members/
https://aice-eval.org/
https://aice-eval.org/
https://naces.org/members/
https://aice-eval.org/
https://graduate.admissions.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs6116/files/downloads/EnglishLanguageTest_Exemptions.pdf
https://graduate.admissions.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs6116/files/downloads/EnglishLanguageTest_Exemptions.pdf
https://graduate.admissions.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs6116/files/downloads/Accredited%20Foreign%20Institutions.pdf
https://graduate.admissions.gwu.edu/sites/g/files/zaxdzs6116/files/downloads/Accredited%20Foreign%20Institutions.pdf
https://englishtest.duolingo.com/applicants.
http://eap.columbian.gwu.edu/


 
 

 

• TOEFL: 
o Paper-based – 600 
o Internet-based – 100 

• IELTS: 7.0 overall, with no band score below 6.0 
• PTE: 68 
• DET: 120 
 
If you have taken the TOEFL test more than once, GW will consider the highest overall score earned. Please 
note this is not the ETS MyBest or superscore.  
 
Regardless of your test score, the College retains the right to require an EAP (English for Academic Purposes) 
course during your first term of enrollment if it is deemed necessary by the admissions committee.  
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